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Plato’s Theory of Justice 
 

Introduction 

Plato (427–347 BCE) was a great Greek philosopher, disciple of Socrates 

and teacher of Aristotle. His famous work 'The Republic' contains his 

theory of justice. Justice is both an individual and social virtue. 

Main Points 

1. Definition – Justice means everyone should do their own work 

without interfering with others. 

2. In the Individual – Harmony of the three parts of the soul: Reason, 

Spirit, Appetite. 

3. In the State – Harmony of three classes: Rulers (Reason), Soldiers 

(Spirit), Producers (Appetite). 

4. Ideal State – Ruled by Philosopher Kings, supported by soldiers, 

sustained by producers. 

5. Criticism – Idealistic, rigid class division, less individual freedom. 

Conclusion 

Justice is balance and harmony in both the soul and society. 



 

Plato’s Theory of Education 
 

Introduction 

Plato believed that education is the foundation of the state. In his view, 

education develops both the individual and the society. He gave special 

importance to education in his work 'The Republic'. 

Main Principles of Plato’s Education 

1. State-controlled education – Education should be provided and 

supervised by the state. 

 

2. Purpose – To achieve justice, morality, discipline, and to prepare 

citizens for their role in society. 

 

3. Stages of Education: 

 

- Up to 6 years – Primary care and play. 

- 7 to 18 years – Physical training, music, literature. 

- 18 to 20 years – Military training. 

- 20 to 30 years – Mathematics, science, philosophy. 

- 30 to 35 years – Dialectics and higher philosophy. 

- 35 to 50 years – Practical governance training. 

- After 50 years – Eligible to become Philosopher King. 

 

4. Role of Women – Plato supported equal education for men and 

women. 



 

5. Moral and Character Training – Education should form virtue, not just 

knowledge. 

Criticism 

Too rigid and authoritarian. Overemphasis on state control. Neglect of 

individual freedom. 

Conclusion 

Plato’s theory of education is aimed at creating just, disciplined, and 

wise citizens who can serve the ideal state. 


