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Introduction

The question of how the state originated has been a subject of deep
interest among political thinkers, historians, and philosophers for
centuries. Different theories have been proposed to explain the
origin of the state, reflecting the historical, cultural, and intellectual
context of the times. These theories not only provide insights into
the development of political institutions but also highlight the
philosophical foundations of governance and authority. Broadly,
the major theories of the origin of the state include the Divine
Origin Theory, the Force Theory, the Patriarchal Theory, the
Matriarchal Theory, the Social Contract Theory, the Historical or
Evolutionary Theory, and the Marxist Theory.

1. Divine Origin Theory

The Divine Origin Theory, also called the Theocratic Theory,
asserts that the state is of divine creation and that rulers derive their
authority directly from God. According to this belief, obedience to
the king is considered obedience to God, and disobedience is seen
as a sin. This theory was widely prevalent in ancient civilizations
such as Egypt, Mesopotamia, and India, where kings were often
regarded as representatives or even incarnations of gods. In



medieval Europe, the 'Divine Right of Kings' was a popular
doctrine. Thinkers such as King James | of England supported this
view. Although this theory helped establish stability and order in
ancient societies, it was criticized for justifying absolute monarchy
and suppressing individual liberty.

2. Force Theory

The Force Theory explains the origin of the state as a result of
conquest, coercion, and violence. According to this theory, the
state was created when stronger individuals or groups imposed
their will upon weaker ones, compelling them to submit. The
victorious group established rules and authority, leading to the
creation of organized political power. Thinkers such as Ludwig
Gumplowicz and later German sociologists supported this theory.
Examples can be found in the formation of empires like those of
Alexander the Great, Genghis Khan, and the early states of Europe,
where power was consolidated through force. Critics argue that
while force played a role, it cannot alone explain the sustained
existence of states, as cooperation and consent are also essential.

3. Patriarchal Theory

The Patriarchal Theory, supported by Sir Henry Maine, maintains
that the state originated from the extension of the family.
According to this theory, the family was the earliest form of social
organization, with the father as the head wielding authority over
family members. Over time, families combined to form clans,
clans grew into tribes, and tribes eventually evolved into states.
This theory highlights the importance of kinship ties in early
political communities. Although it explains the gradual growth of
political authority, critics argue that it overemphasizes the role of



the family and ignores other factors like war, religion, and
economic needs.

4. Matriarchal Theory

The Matriarchal Theory, less widely accepted than the Patriarchal
Theory, suggests that early societies were organized around the
authority of women, particularly mothers. This theory argues that
in primitive communities where lineage and inheritance were
traced through the mother, women exercised control and
leadership. Over time, as property and inheritance patterns shifted,
patriarchal structures replaced matriarchal ones, leading to the
modern state. Thinkers like J.J. Bachofen discussed this concept,
though historical evidence for fully matriarchal societies remains
debated. Nevertheless, it highlights the role of gender and kinship
in shaping early social and political organization.

5. Social Contract Theory

The Social Contract Theory is one of the most influential
explanations of the origin of the state. It suggests that the state was
created through a voluntary agreement (or contract) among
individuals, who decided to form a society and establish authority
to ensure peace, security, and order. Key philosophers who
supported this theory include Thomas Hobbes, John Locke, and
Jean-Jacques Rousseau, each offering different perspectives:
- Hobbes argued that in the state of nature, life was 'solitary, poor,
nasty, brutish, and short,’ and individuals surrendered all their
rights to an absolute sovereign.
- Locke emphasized natural rights to life, liberty, and property,
arguing that governments exist to protect these rights, and people
have the right to overthrow a tyrannical ruler.
- Rousseau believed that the social contract created a 'general will,'



where authority rested with the people collectively.
This theory deeply influenced modern democracy and
constitutional governance.

6. Historical or Evolutionary Theory

The Historical or Evolutionary Theory is regarded as the most
scientific and widely accepted explanation of the origin of the
state. According to this theory, the state did not emerge suddenly
or by any single factor, but gradually evolved over time through a
combination of factors such as kinship, religion, war, economic
needs, and political consciousness. Families grew into clans, clans
into tribes, and tribes into organized political communities,
eventually giving rise to states. Thinkers like Sir Henry Maine and
Herbert Spencer supported this evolutionary approach. It
emphasizes that the state is the product of historical development
rather than divine will or a single contract.

7. Marxist Theory

The Marxist Theory, developed by Karl Marx and Friedrich
Engels, views the origin of the state in terms of class struggle.
According to this theory, the state is not a neutral institution but an
instrument of class domination. It arose when society was divided
into classes, particularly the ruling class (owners of the means of
production) and the working class (laborers). The state functions to
maintain the dominance of the ruling class by protecting private
property and suppressing revolts by the oppressed. Marxists
believe that with the establishment of a classless, communist
society, the state will eventually 'wither away.' This theory had a
significant impact on socialist and communist movements
worldwide.



Conclusion

Theories of the origin of the state reflect the diversity of human
thought and historical experience. Each theory provides valuable
insights: the Divine Origin Theory highlights the role of religion,
the Force Theory emphasizes power, the Patriarchal and
Matriarchal theories stress kinship, the Social Contract Theory
underlines consent, the Evolutionary Theory stresses gradual
development, and the Marxist Theory focuses on class conflict. No
single theory fully explains the origin of the state, but collectively
they contribute to a deeper understanding of political authority and
organization. The study of these theories remains relevant today, as
it shapes modern perspectives on governance, legitimacy, and the
role of the state in society.



